The Ghost Writer — January 2019
News from the Strand

Memorable prescribed burn in the Fakahatchee

The largest prescribed burn in Florida
Park Service history took place within the
boundaries of the Fakahatchee Strand
Preserve State Park on January 14-15,
2019. Park Manager Steve Houseknecht,
his staff, the District's Viper Team, as well
as staff from Lake Kissimmee, Collier
Seminole, Charlotte Harbor and Estero
Bay all worked together on this historic
8,800-acre prescribed burn. FOF
contributed $4,000 to the funding of the
memorable prescribed burn.
Congratulations for such outstanding
efforts by all!

kahatchee Mega Fire
) 15.2019

The historic Fakahatchee Mega-Fire Team: At the forefront, Park Manager Steve
Houseknecht, along with his staff, the District Viper Team, and staff from Lake
Kissimmee, Collier Seminole, Charlotte Harbor and Estero Bay. Many thanks, Team!

Careful planning and coordination is essential to conducting a prescribed Although they look like ping pong balls, they are actually small incendiary
burn of any size. Here the crew plans all facets of the operation. devices that allow the team to light fires on target across large expanses.

s

Airborne management of the burn facilitates both ignition and monitoring. Low intensity, fast moving fire is used to eliminate intruding shrubs while
preserving trees.
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Despite appearances, native vegetation will re-emerge quickly following the  Great care is exercised to ensure the fire is extinguished when its
burn with renewed vigor from nutrients and reduced competition for sunlight. — objectives have been met.

A heartfelt message from Rita Bauer

"[ feel so privileged to document the
activities and be part of this Fakahatchee
Mega Burn. I learned an incredible
amount about a prescribed burn and
acquired the greatest respect for this
hard working team of professionals. It
just shows that hard work, great
personalities and a wonderful sense of
humor goes hand in hand with the
greatest results.”

— Sincerely, Rita

Volunteer photographer Rita Bauer with the guys. All photos by Rita Bauer.
Thanks, Rital.

East River Clean Up

Thank you to Park Specialist Steven Bass and Fearless Faka-
Hacker Dino Barone for clearing the way for smooth kayaking
on the East River...looks like it was more fun than work!

You too can volunteer your time and talents! See how at http://orchidswamp.org/support/how-to-volunteer/
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