FLORIDA NATURE CONSERVANCY
310 BISCAYNEBLDG,, MIAMI 32, FLA,

October 3, 1963

Mr, William R. Kidd
Office of the Governor
Tallahassee, Florids

Dear Bill:

The sudden surprise of the approved Ft. Lauderdale-
to-Naples toll road, really hit our negotiations for the
acquisition of the Fahkahatchee Strand. The owners simply
withdrew when they learned of the '‘gator expressway". En-
closed copy of the terse letter received from the owners
speaks for itself. Last year they had sold 28,000 acres
immediately west of the Falkkshatchee to Golden Cate Estates,
which leaves me with little doubt who the culprit was in
pushing the toll reoad down our throats.

Roads promoted to serve the narrow interests of real
estate pirates and keep the road construction people happy,
are often unnecessary and sometimes destructive of open
countrys’de and wildemmess. This is certainly a flagrant
example of road building as an end in itself and as a des-
troyer of wildlands, What posgsible economic need in the
public interest could an expressway through the wild heart-
land of the Everglades and Big Cypress Swamp serve 7 In
this instance it would probably be more desireable to give
the 17 million dollars to the road builders to withhold
the last remaining wilderness in southern Florida from
destruction.

At this time I would appreciate your bringing the
following matters up before the Covernor and the Cabinet
as the Outdoor Recreational Developement Council ¢

(1} tcquisition of Pahkahatchee Strand

Although our negotiations for the Fahkahatchee were
abruptly halted by the withdrawal of the owners from ne-
gotiations, it is still possible to acquire this fine wild
wilderness in its entireity as a complete watershed and
ecological envicrmment. No doubt, the price will now be
considerably higher than that considered by the owners
before the 'gator toll road popped up like a genie out of
the magic lamp. However, we would like for the Council to



give such project high priority. Our biological studies have
convinced us that the Fahkahatchee is in many ways the most
valuable wilderness remaining in the eastern United States,.
We feel that the possibilities of acquiring this area has

been pushed out of our grasp and that the Outdoor Recreational
Council is the only hope of saving this magnificient wilder-
ness.,

(2) Coordination of Road Planning With the
Outdoor Recreational Planning Committee.

Since road planning is vital to the planning of the
best use of outdoor resources for recreation and conservation,
it seems absolutely necessary that proposed road construction
be cleared with the Outdoor Recreational Developement Council.
Roads are no longer the playtoys of road builders, real estate
promoters and the road department, There are vital interests
that are never considered by the road promoters. It 1s in the
general public interests that all road planmning receive wider
participation, not for the purpose of impeding the plucking
of the multi-million dollar road plums, but solely to protect
open spaces and wilderness from ummecessary disturbance by
road construction., The premise is that roads and open spaces
are not compatible,

Covernor Bryant has suggested that I bring these matters
to the attention of the Committee, and such is the purpose of
this letter.

Very truly yours
ot sloin Ginn
MELVIN FINN
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