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WHO LET the feasibility study on the
proposed Everglades /Parkway toll road
out of the bag?

We did, said the American Automobile
Association, as State Road Board Chair-
man John Phillips cried foul. Chairman
Phillips, whose board meets in J acksonville
Thursday to take action on the turnpike,
says the study is only preliminary.

If so, responds the Triple-A, why have
the Road Board, the Development Com-
mission, the State Bond Review Board
and the commissioners of Broward and
Collier County, gone ahead with the turn-
pike plans?

Anyway, adds Triple-A, ‘“we don’t in-
tend to be a co-conspirator to hide public
records.” &

However the Wilbur Smith feasibility
study on the Andytown-Naples toll road
became public, it is an interesting docu-

_ ment.

Accompanying maps show the propos-
ed two-lane turnpike cutting straight as
a plumb-line across the Everglades, includ-
ing Big Cypress Swamp and the Golden
Gate Estates development  of the Gulf
American Land Co., where there is very
Jittle traffic/now. ;

1t also skirts a Seminole Indian reserva-
tion of 250 souls which the study envisions
as the future site of a “considerable rec-
reational community.”

Thie report says “traffic to be generated
by residential, commercial and industrial
growth,” particularly in Collier County,
justifies the two-lane, high-speed, but not-
so-limited-access, highway.

Another point of interest is an insert,

"\—Nhich might be considered an afterthought,

which states:

«Tyrther reconstruction (of Tamiami
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or without the Everglades Parkway. Should |
future traffic count indicate needed ad- j
ditional facilities, it is contemplated that
they will be provided.”

This, as Triple-A correctly points out,
is a promise that the toll road won't cut
off development of the free Tamiami Trail
but hardly a firm commitment. ,

It would seem to shut out any pos-
sibility of four-laning this busy highway
any time soon.

The facts in the feasibility study and
the air of secrecy that has surrounded the
whole turnpike proposal leave a lot of un-
answered questions.

We think that the Road Board should
take a close second look before making
any irrevocable decisions in J acksonville
Thursday.
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Trail) is planned. However, present traf- = |

fic counts indicate that U.S. 41 through
the Everglades will continue to be a high-
type two-lane facility for some years with
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