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President and Exec Director Message 
Membership update: 
We are happy to share that, thanks to Secretary Carol Spagnolo’s 
outstanding IT expertise, the migration to the new Donor Snap 
membership software was successfully completed in July. This 
upgrade not only streamlines our membership management but also 
enhances our ability to communicate with members.  

On the 17th of July, seventy members whose membership renewals 
were due received email notifications through the new system for the 
first time, marking an important milestone in our organization’s 
transition to more modern and efficient tools. 

With Donor Snap we have discovered that some members have yet to open their membership renewal emails. It’s possible that the 
emails from Office@FOFinc.org were not recognized and may have been routed to junk or spam folders. Please remember to 
check those folders and add Office@FOFinc.org to your safe sender list to ensure you continue to receive your membership 
updates. 

Since the final email membership renewal reminder was sent on 14 August, members who have not yet opened their email will 
receive a letter by post. 

Annual Legislative Report update: 
Annually all State Park Friends organization must submit a 
Legislative Report.  

The statistical table below was sent to us by Christine Small, 
Friends Groups and Volunteer Program Manager for the 
Florida Park Service. Fakahatchee is in District 4. Note that 
the statistics compare fiscal year 2024 to fiscal year 2023. 

Here is a link to see the actual detailed Legislative reports for 
each Friends group including the Friends of Fakahatchee: 
https://floridadep.gov/comm/comm/content/citizen-support-
organizations-reports. 

Cordially, 
Glen Stacell and Francine Stevens 
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	 or visit https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/fakahatchee-strand-preserve-state-park 

Important! The Friends postal address has changed to: 
PO Box 54, Bonita Springs FL 34133

Questions before visiting the park? 
Call the park office at 239-961-1925 and check the Park’s website. 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/fakahatchee- 
strand-preserve-state-park

https://floridadep.gov/comm/comm/content/citizen-support-organizations-reports
https://floridadep.gov/comm/comm/content/citizen-support-organizations-reports
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Search for out of print book 
Park Biologist Cole Luttrell is searching for this book that is not for sale as it is no longer in print: 
Peterson Field Guide to Moths of Southeastern North America.  

If you have a copy you no longer use, please mail it to the park office: 

PO BOX 548 
Copeland, Florida 34137-548 

Or bring it to the park office on your next visit to the park. 

Many thanks! 

______________________________________ 

“Deeply moving project” wins top awards 

On August 5th David Corban wrote:  

"I wanted to let you know that the Fakahatchee Pavilion and Pedestrian Bridge won two Honor Awards from AIA Florida! We picked 
up the awards at our convention in Tampa this past weekend.  We won the top award for New Work and for Sustainable 
Architecture. The Jury were Greek architects and professors of architecture in Athens. They called it a deeply moving project." 

David Corban is an architect in Naples hired by the Friends in 2015 to design the Pavilion and pedestrian bridge for the new 
Boardwalk site. His design was subsequently approved by DEP's Bureau of Design and Construction. 
Our heartfelt congratulations! 

______________________________________ 

Welcome new Park Manager Jeremy Sweeney  
Please help us welcome Jeremy Sweeney who started his position as the Fakahatchee Park Manager 
on the 7th of July. 

Jeremy, from Lake County, worked at Lake Griffin State Park in 2015, left the park service for a  
Director's position with Chick Fil-A, and is now doing a full circle by coming back to the Park Service.  

Jeremy says, "I look forward to preserving one of Florida’s most unique ecosystems and helping 
others experience the beauty of the Everglades" 

David Corban Architects won the top awards for New Work and for Sustainable 
Architecture for their designs of the Fakahatchee Pavilion and pedestrian bridge for the 
new Boardwalk site. This is something we can all brag about!

David Corban's team proudly accepts the awards at the 
Gala. You can see all David's team's projects on his 
website: https://www.davidcorban.com/
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News from the Strand 

https://www.davidcorban.com/
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Park Specialist Steven Bass is the Volunteer Coordinator 

______________________________________ 

Volunteering for the Friends programs takes many forms 
Do you love the Fakahatchee? Do you enjoy talking with people? Whether you prefer mornings, afternoons, or evenings, 
there are many ways to helps. Even a few hours each week can benefit the Friends (and benefit you, too). For more 
information regarding the Friends volunteer opportunities, please contact Francine Stevens at 239-695-1023 or e-mail at 
Office@FOFinc.org. 

Guides for the Friends Tour Program 
Swamp Walk guides.  Swamp Walks require guides with specific skills and knowledge to accommodate the demand we 
receive for Swamp Walks. 

Interpretive Tram tour: We need guides for our popular tram tour. 

Volunteer at the renovated Visitor Center off Janes Scenic Drive 
Volunteer to process the sale of Friends merchandise to raise funds to support the park. The Friends will train volunteers on 
how to operate the credit card point sales device. Additionally, volunteers will welcome and provide visitors with information to 
better experience their visit to the park. 

Friends of Fakahatchee Representatives at the Boardwalk 

For this volunteer opportunity our main objective is to have a Friends of Fakahatchee presence at the new Boardwalk site. 
The Friends presence will help promote membership, donations, and volunteerism. Without our presence what the Friends 
organization does for the park is a secret. The Friends will provide training. 

• Volunteers can be stationed at a table to welcome visitors. 
• Volunteer to guide tours on the Boardwalk. 
• Volunteer to roam the Boardwalk, answer questions, point out interesting things to visitors. 

For more information regarding the Friends volunteer opportunities, please contact Francine Stevens at 
239-695-1023 or e-mail at Office@FOFinc.org. 
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Volunteer to assist Park Staff 

Projects managed by Steven present various volunteer 
opportunities to work with and assist Park Staff, such as clearing 
trails, tending the butterfly garden, helping with repairs and 
general maintenance, and much more. 

Steven will train volunteers to ensure safe operation of park 
equipment for trail clearing and maintenance projects. 
Additionally, lighter work is available on the Boardwalk to 
maintain its condition for our visitors. 

If you are interested in volunteering to help the Park Staff, you 
can e-mail Steven at: 

steven.bass@floridadep.gov or call him at (239) 253 6374.

Steven Bass is also a ”Burn Boss." He is a certified professional 
who plans, organizes and oversees prescribed burns.
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Saltmarsh mosquito invasion! 

QCD from IRA is still the best. 
Notwithstanding all the fanfare surrounding the One Big Beautiful Bill, there is very little to 
help you to make charitable gifting great again. But that in no way means there are not 
opportunities for tax-smart gifting. 

Let us unpack the latest. Starting next year, non-itemizers (that is 90% of us) can deduct 
cash donations of $2,000 for married couples and $1,000 for singles. This provision is not 
indexed. There is a cap of 35% for itemizers so if that impacts you, consider making your 
gift this year after running the numbers with your advisor. In addition, itemizers will only be 
able to claim a deduction to the extent their contributions exceed 0.5% of their Adjusted 
Gross Income. So, more confusion and frankly I do not see this as a game changer for 
most of us. 

It still remains then that a QUALIFIED CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION (QCD) from your 
IRA is the best bet. With this, none of the amount donated appears on your tax return and it simply gets no better than that. 

Now a quick aside to close. Publicly traded limited partnerships offer really attractive yields but they are a trap in your IRA and 
subject to a tax called Unrelated Business Income Tax (UBIT). So, before you invest in one of these please make sure you know 
the tax ramifications to avoid a nasty surprise. 

As always, thanks for listening and all the best to our great Friends organization. 

Mr. Chris Gair of Fort Myers is providing the FOF with thoughts and ideas in the ever-changing world of charitable giving. Mr. Gair 
is retired after 48 years as a Trust Officer in Southwest Florida and is a member of the FOF Fundraising Committee. 

As with all financial matters, always consult with your attorney or tax advisor. 
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Seen in the Strand 

Donation Strategies by Chris Gair 

True story: The saltmarsh mosquitos have been relentlessly swarming the 
Fakahatchee. Collier County mosquito control reports it's a saltmarsh 
mosquito invasion not seen in a decade. Miserable conditions for Park Staff 
who report very few visitors in the Park, unless one wants to invest in armor!!! 

To read more about saltmarsh mosquitos and this year's invasion visit the 
Collier Mosquito Control District at:  https://cmcd.org/unpacking-this-years-
saltmarsh-mosquito-explosion/

https://cmcd.org/unpacking-this-years-saltmarsh-mosquito-explosion/
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By Francine Stevens, Executive Director, Friends of Fakahatchee 

In the summer of 2023 Franklin Adams gave me two boxes of fragile historical documents: his documents and Mel Finn’s 
documents. Newspaper and magazine articles along with correspondence dating back to 1959 detail their pursuit to save the 
Fakahatchee from real estate development. Jane Parks also turned over documents she had kept since the 1960’s when she 
too was involved in saving the Fakahatchee. 

Over 800 documents were scanned by Andrew Tyler and myself. These are now saved in the Friends' “Cloud” archives for 
safe keeping. This is the eighth installment of sharing the most interesting documents recording their efforts, set backs, and 
progress. 1964 was a very active year in the efforts to save to save the Fakahatchee. 
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History Corner: Eighth Installment 

Document 19 – June 21, 1964 – Jane Parks speaks to 
the Rotary Club, urging their support to save the 
Fakahatchee.

Document 18 – May 27, 1964 – Jane Parks and the Naples 
Junior Women's Club work to "Save the Fakahatchee Strand."
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Members make a difference! 
Welcome new member Amber Crooks, Naples. 

We have 327 members.

Become a Friend of the Fakahatchee! 
https://orchidswamp.org/support/memberships/

Visit the Fakahatchee via 
FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM 

https://www.facebook.com/orchidswamp 
https://www.instagram.com/

friendsoffakahatchee/ 
  

Share your pictures and stories about your visit to the 
Fakahatchee.  

E-mail your shots to connect@orchidswamp.org  

Add hashtags to show up in existing collections: 
 #fakahatcheestrand, #friendsoffakahatchee, 

#fakahatcheestrandpreservestatepark 

Membership News 
You can now donate to FOF via your Fidelity 
Investment account with a Charitable program 
called the Fidelity Giving Marketplace. Follow this 
link for more information:   
https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/

The Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation Citizen Support Organization, provides financial 
and volunteer support to preserve the unique ecology and cultural heritage of Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park 
and to educate the public about its importance. The Fakahatchee is the largest cypress strand in the world and the 
deepest slough in the greater Everglades.  

The Ghost Writer, named after the endangered Ghost Orchid which blooms in the Preserve, is currently edited by Next 
Steps Collective which also manages the Orchidswamp.org website. Contributions to Ghost Writer that relate directly to 

the business and purpose of the Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc. are welcome. Please write news@orchidswamp.org, 
subject line: Ghostwriter.  

Miss an issue of the Ghostwriter? Visit the archives at http://orchidswamp.org/about-fof/the-ghost-writer-archives/.  
 
Please note our new mailing address at: Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc., PO Box 54, Bonita Springs FL 34133 or write to us at 
Office@FOFinc.org.

Officers 
Glen Stacell, President 
Debra Taylor, Vice President 
Carol Spagnolo, Secretary 
Phil McGuire, Treasurer 

Directors 
Kevin Cunniff 
Rudi Ettrich 
Deborah Jansen 
Maria Sentmanat 
Tom Trotta 
Bruce Bunch, Ex-Officio 
Tom Maish, Ex-Officio 
Francine Stevens, Executive Director  

Board of Directors meeting 
schedule 
September 21, 2025 
October 19, 2025 
November 16, 2025 
December 20, 2025 

Meetings are scheduled  
for 10:30 AM 
 
Contact the Friends of Fakahatchee 
at office@fofinc.org or call 
239-695-1023.

mailto:connect@orchidswamp.org
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