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Message from the President 
Gladesmen and Glades Women Past and Present 
The story of Gladesmen culture began in the 1850s as men and women of 
predominantly Irish and Scottish derivation moved to into central and south Florida.  
They were proud, independent individuals who were self-sufficient with many outdoor 
survival skills.   

What these men and women encountered in South Florida was largely an unknown 
wilderness made up of a mosaic of pristine wetlands and areas of higher ground.  
These areas of higher elevation had been and, in some cases, still were cultivated by 
the Miccosukee and Seminoles who have been driven down into the Big Cypress and 
Everglades in the mid-1800s. There were no roads, only trails made by the Miccosukee, 
Seminole and the military. 

Travel was by foot, dugout canoe and glades skiffs. Gladesmen adapted, leading a 
substance way of life living off the land along with the abundant waters of the glades and 
the gulf.  

It was a rough life but an independent one, nature alone dictated their movement as they 
hunted, fished and bartered. 

This way of life started to change first with the development in 1916 of the Ingrahm 
Highway, then further in the 1930s when alligator hunting was made illegal in some 
counties.  Finally, with the creation of the Everglades National Park in 1947 the 
Gladesmen lifestyle of 100 years dramatically changed. With less access to remaining 
South Florida wilderness and land development, a Gladesmen could no longer hunt and 
roam as freely as they once did.  

Before his death in 2009, glades hunter Glen Simmons wrote of his life living off the land 
in the book he co-authored with Laura Ogden, Gladesmen, Gator Hunters, Moonshiners 
and Skiffers. In reading it, you get a sense of how it felt to live in this way.   

One of our present day Gladesmen who we know through his conservation efforts to 
preserve the Fakahatchee is Franklin Adams. He has shared that once the wilderness is 
experienced, particularly the unique habitats of our area, one shares the common bond of needing to go to the swamp, to 

sit around the campfire and to share stories that 
form the Gladesmen culture. 

In the spirit that the culture is not lost, our 
Interpretive Pavilion is architecturally designed 
with a Gladesmen hunting cabin in mind.  On that 
theme, Ex-Officio Board member Tom Maish 
knew that Glen Simmons’ book had a skiff design 
plan in it.  With the book in hand Tom approached 
Mr. William Parry, who is an instructor for Building 
Construction Technologies at the Lorenzo Walker 
Technical College.  Would his class like to build 
an authentic Glademen Skiff using the book 
plan?  Yes!  And so, the project started.  

Mr. Parry’s students quickly discovered that 
fabrication was not an easy task! A large 
temporary pool had to be built to soak the wood 
prior to its being bent and formed into the skiff’s 
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Questions before visiting the park? 
Call the park office at 239-961-1925 and check the Park’s website. 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/parks-and-trails/fakahatchee-strand-

Gladesman Glen J. Simmons 2009
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bow. It took several attempts to form the plywood without it 
shattering! Finally, the right combination of wood thickness and 
soaking time was discovered to form the bow without breaking 
the wood. 

The students worked studiously to construct the skiff to be as 
historically accurate as possible with Glenn Simmons design. 
Working with plans from the past on a project completely foreign 
to homebuilding gave the students a new perspective in 
woodworking and a ‘hands on’ appreciation of Gladesmen 
culture. 

We can look forward to seeing the skiff on display this coming 
season at the Interpretive Pavilion and Big Cypress Bend 
Boardwalk.   

Debra Taylor 
President, Friends of Fakahatchee 
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Seminole family in dugout. Dugout at head of Chokoloskee.

We extend sincere gratitude to William Parry and his students here listed in alphabetical order: Juan Pablo Bautista, Joshua Liam Blackwood, 
Jack Mcgill Brumley, Sergio Gabriel Canu-Castillio, Edwin Cazares-Zamudio, Rolkey Cineas, Giovani DePaz, Joash John Eugene, Diego 
Gonzalez Espinoza, Jared Hernandez-Robero, Kenny Lopez-Cedeno, Douglas Machato, Michael Gerald McGill, Daniel Michael Sheran-
Bautista, Ethan Soucy, Jahmali A Thomas, Nicholas Valido. (Park Specialist Steven Bass is at far left.)

Glades skiff, 1919.
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Kathleen Adams will be missed 
We are deeply saddened to share that Kathleen Adams passed 
away on August 11th. It is a profound loss for Franklin after sixty 
years of marriage. Follow this link to read more: https://
beachwoodsociety.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Kathleen-
Diane-Adams?obId=49236006# 

Franklin and Kathleen at the 2000 FOF picnic. 

 

Fakahatchee Preserve Bio Blitz 
2026/2027 schedule  
The goal of our Bio Blitz is to record all mammal wildlife 
observations at different stations along Jane’s Scenic Drive. 
These observations are put into a database to help us 
understand wildlife trends over time. This year, our Bio Blitz 
will be held on the third Wednesday of each month between 
October and April.  

Schedule 

7:45AM – Arrive at the park office to sign up for your 
observation station. Observation stations are first come, first served. 
8:00AM – Begin driving to your observation station.  
8:30AM to 10:30AM – Observation period. 

You will need a chair, compass, binoculars, and camera for the Blitz. Since you'll spend two hours at 
your observation spot, be sure to bring enough snacks and plenty of water. Remember to dress for 
outdoor conditions and choose sturdy footwear suitable for walking along the rough and uneven 
Janes Scenic Drive. 

The park’s Bio Blitz is an excellent chance to connect with others who share your interests and to 
discover more about the diverse wildlife protected within the Fakahatchee Preserve. All observations collected will provide 
valuable data to support the Park Biologist's ongoing research.  

For questions please contact Volunteer Coordinator Jacqueline Wright. 
jacqueline.Wright@FloridaDEP.gov 
Cell: 239-940-4377 
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News from the Strand 

Third Wednesdays 
October 21, 2026 
November 18, 2026 
December 16, 2026 
January 20-2027 
February 17, 2027 
March 17, 2027 
April 21, 2027

https://beachwoodsociety.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Kathleen-Diane-Adams?obId=49236006#
https://beachwoodsociety.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Kathleen-Diane-Adams?obId=49236006#
https://beachwoodsociety.tributecenteronline.com/obituaries/Kathleen-Diane-Adams?obId=49236006#
mailto:jacqueline.Wright@FloridaDEP.gov
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Ranger Jackie Wright is new Park Volunteer Coordinator 
Ranger Jackie Wright was recently 
appointed as the Park’s Volunteer 
Coordinator. Projects in the Park present 
various volunteer opportunities to work with 
and assist Park staff, such as clearing trails, 
tending the butterfly garden, helping with 
repairs and general maintenance, bio 
blitzes, and much more! 

Ranger Jackie and the staff will train 
volunteers to ensure safe operation of park 
equipment for trail clearing and 
maintenance projects. Additionally, lighter 
work is available on the boardwalk to 
maintain its condition for visitors, and at the 
visitor center next to Janes Scenic drive.  

If you are interested in volunteering to help 
park staff, you can e-mail Jackie at: 
Jacqueline.Wright@FloridaDEP.gov or call 
her at 239 940 4377. 

Volunteering for the Friends takes many forms 
Do you love the Fakahatchee? Do you enjoy interacting with people? Whether you prefer mornings or afternoons there are 
many ways to help. Even a few hours each week can benefit the Friends (and benefit you, too). 

Guides for the Friends Tour program 

Swamp Walk Guides. Swamp Walks require guides with specific skills and knowledge to meet the public's demand. 

Interpretive Tram Tour. We need guides for our popular Tram Tour. Guides and drivers for the Interpretive Tram Tour, 
extraordinary skills are not required, training will be provided. 

Volunteer at the renovated Visitor Center off Janes Scenic Drive.  
Volunteer to process the sale of Friends merchandise to raise funds to support the park. The Friends will train volunteers on 
how to operate the credit card point sales device. Additionally, volunteers will welcome and provide visitors with information to 
better experience their visit to the park. 

Volunteer at the Boardwalk 
For this volunteer opportunity our main objective is to have a Friends of Fakahatchee presence at the new Boardwalk site. The 
Friends' presence will help promote membership, donations, and volunteerism. Without our presence what the Friends 
organization does for the park is a secret. The Friends will provide training. 

• Volunteers can be stationed at a table to welcome and answer visitors’ questions. 
• Volunteer to guide tours on the Boardwalk. 
• Volunteer to roam the Boardwalk, answer questions, point out interesting things to visitors. 

For more information regarding the Friends volunteer opportunities, please contact Francine Stevens at 239-695-1023 or e-
mail at Office@FOFinc.org. 
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Volunteer Opportunities for the Friends of Fakahatchee

Volunteer to Assist Park Staff
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No time like the present 
Bill Clinton was President in March of 1999 when the Dow Jones Industrial Average first 
closed above 10,000. As I write this the average is over 50,000. That is a remarkable rate of 
growth in a historically short period of time. 

For all of us that support FRIENDS, gifts of appreciated property offer an absolutely perfect 
choice. In this way you capture value without tax as the value of your gift is the current 
market value of the property and NOT what you paid for it. And given where we are in this 
market cycle, it is fair to say that many of our donors have investments that are “ripe” for 
gifting. 

Even if you do not qualify for itemizing your charitable deductions, you avoid the potential of 
capital gains tax if the property is sold. FRIENDS is very experienced and knowledgeable in managing gifts of this nature with 
a dedicated professional finance committee as part of the board of directors, 

So, talk with your advisors to see if there are holdings in your portfolio that fit your gifting plans. As history tells us, it won’t 
always be this way so there truly is no time like the present. 

Mr. Chris Gair of Fort Myers has been sharing valuable insights with the Friends 
regarding charitable giving in today's evolving landscape. After retiring as a Trust 
Officer in Southwest Florida following 48 years of service, Mr. Gair offers extensive 
expertise, particularly in donation strategies designed to benefit both the Friends and 
their donors. 

As with all financial matters, always consult with your attorney or tax advisor. 

Eleventh Installment 
By Francine Stevens, Executive Director, Friends of 
Fakahatchee 

In the summer of 2023 Franklin Adams gave me 
two boxes of fragile historical documents: his 
documents and Mel Finn’s documents. Newspaper 
and magazine articles along with correspondence 
dating back to 1959 detail their pursuit to save the 
Fakahatchee from real estate development. Jane 
Parks also turned over documents she had kept 
since the 1960’s when she too was involved in 
saving the Fakahatchee. 

Over 800 documents were scanned by Andrew 
Tyler and myself. These are now saved in the 
Friends' “Cloud” archives for safe keeping. We are 
sharing the most interesting documents recording 
their efforts, set backs, and progress. 

Document 26 – January 18, 1966 
  Mel Finn writes to Stuart Udall, Secretary of the 

Interior of the United States. 
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History Corner 

You can now donate to FOF via your Fidelity 
Investment account with a Charitable program 
called the Fidelity Giving Marketplace. Follow 
this link for more information:   

Donation Strategies by Chris Gair
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Document 27 – January 26, 1966 – Sale of Fakahatchee land nearly completed. 
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Document 28 – January 28, 1966 – Lee Tidewater sells Fakahatchee land to Gulf American land Company. 
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Membership News 

Members make a difference! 
Welcome new member Susan Levine. 

We have 292 members.  

Become a Friend of the Fakahatchee! 
https://orchidswamp.org/support/memberships/

Visit the Fakahatchee via FACEBOOK and 
INSTAGRAM 

https://www.facebook.com/orchidswamp 
https://www.instagram.com/friendsoffakahatchee/ 

  
Share your pictures and stories about your visit to the Fakahatchee.  

E-mail your shots to connect@orchidswamp.org  

Add hashtags to show up in existing collections: 
 #fakahatcheestrand, #friendsoffakahatchee, 

#fakahatcheestrandpreservestatepark 

Officers 
Debra Taylor, President 
Carol Spagnolo, Vice President 
Phil McGuire, Treasurer 
Maria Sentmanat, Secretary 

Directors 
Kevin Cunniff 
Rudi Ettrich 
Deborah Jansen 
Glen Stacell 
Tom Trotta 
Bruce Bunch, Ex-Officio 
Tom Maish, Ex-Officio 
Francine Stevens, Executive Director  

2026 BOD meeting schedule 
September 20 
October 18 
November 15 
December 12 

Meetings are scheduled  
for 10:30 AM 
 
Contact the Friends of Fakahatchee at 
office@fofinc.org or call 239-695-1023.

The Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation Citizen Support Organization, provides 
financial and volunteer support to preserve the unique ecology and cultural heritage of Fakahatchee Strand 
Preserve State Park and to educate the public about its importance. The Fakahatchee is the largest cypress 
strand in the world and the deepest slough in the greater Everglades.  

The Ghost Writer, named after the endangered Ghost Orchid which blooms in the Preserve, is currently edited by 
Next Steps Collective which also manages the Orchidswamp.org website. Contributions to Ghost Writer that 
relate directly to the business and purpose of the Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc. are welcome. Please write 
news@orchidswamp.org, subject line: Ghostwriter.  

Miss an issue of the Ghostwriter? Visit the archives at http://orchidswamp.org/about-fof/the-ghost-writer-
archives/.  
 
Please note our new mailing address at: Friends of Fakahatchee, Inc., PO Box 54, Bonita Springs FL 34133 or 
write to us at Office@FOFinc.org.

FOF earned a 2026 Candid Platinum Seal of 
Transparency. See what your donations help us 
accomplish at https://tinyurl.com/candid-platinum

mailto:connect@orchidswamp.org
https://tinyurl.com/candid-platinum
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